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argued that a Tarrant County court
system was politically motivated,

records show. The FBI is also looking
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into whether attorney Charles James, a
former chairman of the Tarrant
County Republican Party and

chairman of the county’s Regional
Transportation Council, attempted to

influence the outcome of the case,
according to court documents obtained
by the Observer. The Observer is not

naming James because he is a potential
subject of an investigation. James,

former chairman of the Tarrant
County Republican Party, resigned
from his council seat Tuesday. He

denied the allegations in a statement
Wednesday. “The allegations

contained in this news report are
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completely untrue,” James said. “No
part of these allegations are grounded

in fact or reality. I don’t know what the
purpose of this is and how this is being

published, but I have no relation or
involvement with this alleged matter.”

In May 2013, a Dallas patron was
arrested and accused of murder after a

fight with his girlfriend in a movie
theater. Alamo Drafthouse lawyer
Chris Ho was given the case, and
opened the theater chain's Dallas

office to handle it. In 2014, Ho wrote
a letter to a Tarrant County prosecutor
asking him to agree to a no-bench trial

rather than hold a bench trial. “I am
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distressed and ask that you reconsider
this matter,” Ho wrote. In October,
former Tarrant County Republican

Chairwoman Sharon Villegas
responded to an email from James in
which she asked him to remove his
name from a public petition to have

the court system’s operations
examined. The petition had about

1,000 signatures, and Villegas wrote
that it was under review by the Tarrant
County Republicans. “I do not know if
this is something the county attorney’s

office should be considering at this
time, 3e33713323
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