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Library, Library1. Field of the Invention The present invention generally relates
to medical methods, systems, and devices. In particular, the invention relates

to a surgical tool for controlled placement of the tines of a tine-based
electrode into the heart. 2. Description of the Prior Art Tiny electrically

conductive particles (typically tines) may be placed in contact with the surface
of the heart to deliver an electrical shock to the heart to defibrillate the heart.
The application of electrical shock energy may be used to achieve fibrillation

quiescence when an arrhythmia is induced during the administration of
cardioversion or defibrillation electrical therapy. A number of tine-based

electrodes have been developed to facilitate heart defibrillation. For example,
a number of tine-based defibrillation electrodes are described in U.S. Pat. No.

6,089,090 to Steele et al., U.S. Pat. No. 5,131,388 to Smits, U.S. Pat. No.
5,107,850 to Haluska et al., U.S. Pat. No. 5,857,975 to Smits, U.S. Pat. No.
5,871,524 to Strallan et al., and U.S. Pat. No. 5,862,005 to Hall et al. These

examples of the state of the art electrodes are carried on a catheter, which is
inserted into a patient's heart, or on a conductive paddle mounted to the

exterior of a patient's body. In particular, the tine-based electrodes typically
include a plurality of insulated tines that are mounted to one another in

parallel arrays. The tines are delivered to a target site of the patient's heart by
controlling the delivery of a force that rotates the tine-based electrode and an
associated stylet. The rotation causes the tines to extend from the electrode,
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