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Panel session: Women in Senior Management. The 21st QS BSR World Business Summit, Doha 2015,
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12 May, was a follow up to the panel that was held on 16 April during the 17th QS BSR Qatar IAM
Leadership Summit, Doha 2015. The event was organised by Qatar National Research Fund (QNRF)
and Qigga and took place at the Palace Hotel, Doha. Addressing the audience were Chris Mclnroy,
Chair of the World Forum for Women Business Leaders, Ursula von der Leyen, German minister of
economic affairs and energy; Firoza Abdulsamad, executive vice-president of Qatari National Bank;

and Yara Audran, chair of Arabella Global Networks, the consulting arm of the consultancy firm
Arabella. The panel session will contribute to ongoing debates in Qatar on the need to close the
gender gap in order to increase the participation of women in economic decision-making and
entrepreneurial activity. Other relevant issues raised by the panellists included the performance of
Arabellas Gender Equity Network (AGEN) in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region, as well
as the importance of building gender-diverse environments in the business sectors across the MENA
region. In terms of academic interest in the discussion, we can see how the session has emerged in
the context of the current debate on women in leadership and leadership stereotypes, and also in
the context of the Arabellas Gender Equity Network (AGEN) report on gender mainstreaming in the
Arab world. Akhter Akhter Ms. Yara Audran The corporate world has changed substantially in the
Arab world since the last gender study on gender mainstreaming in Arab world was published in
2010. The need to leverage on the Internet technology to enhance gender equity in the Arab world is
probably one of the most important outcomes of this study. | know now that the internet has not only
changed the way Arabs are 595f342e71
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