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Facebook Twitter Whatsapp Pinterest Reddit Print Mail Flipboard Advertisements President Obama told
CBS News that he thinks that if President Trump “were to pursue a military option, there would be a cost
and consequences for the United States.” That is to say that if the President orders a missile strike on
North Korea, the rest of the world is going to stay pretty damn angry about it. As long as that is the case,
North Korea has a wider nuclear option than the United States. Here is the full exchange: Advertisements
Yonhap: A military strike against the nuclear-armed North would be likely to bring about the worst-case
scenario in the region. This is because North Korea can actually handle such a situation. Do you see any
window for a diplomatic solution? President Obama: I think that when it comes to North Korea, the
window is closing. I think that if the United States were to pursue a military option, there would be a cost
and consequences for the United States. I think that North Korea is a country that has nuclear weapons.
It has a long track record of violating international law, assassinating the families of foreign diplomats.
And the fact is, that its conventional forces have grown in a way that means that if somebody attacks
North Korea, North Korea has the ability to actually respond with conventional weapons. And at that
point, it’s hard to predict what their response would be. This is a very serious situation, and if you look at
the track record of what’s happened over the years, North Korea has mounted hundreds of tests of these
nuclear weapons. They have a record of missile testing that would be considered reckless. And the
question is do we take them at their word, and just say, “We’re going to play tough, and we’re going to
stand by and if they violate their obligations and start testing nuclear weapons, we’re going to take them
at their word, and we’re going to respond with a military strike”? Because in many ways, if they are
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