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'With the fourth edition, David Gray has elevated The Observation And Analysis Of Stellar Photospheres from a
terrific reference book to a classic work on how to tackle the intricacies of stellar spectroscopy.' Prof. 'An

outstanding textbook on the subject for the beginner who wishes to develop an understanding of the techniques
used in the analysis of stellar atmospheres. Should be the first choice textbook.' Dr. R. B. Hinds, School of

Physics, University of Melbourne, Australia 'This is an excellent book for a student wishing to understand this
important field of research. It's a fine balance between the immediate and practical, whilst still covering plenty
of the theory required to understand the observations. David has clearly made a significant contribution to the

field, and I'd recommend this book as a good practical resource for any student interested in getting their hands
dirty with the intriguing task of understanding stellar spectra.' Dr. Rowan Keenan, Defence Science and

Technology Organisation, Australia 'While I have a great admiration for the work done by Bode et al., I feel that
this book is well beyond a graduate student's needs. I would recommend it as a text for an undergraduate

research student or a graduate student considering a career in observational astronomy. Written in a manner
that will appeal to all students, the book is a wonderful handbook for the field of stellar physics and

astrophysics. Well done.' Dr. A. Payne, University of Toronto, Canada 'The authors have made it an indispensible
how-to guide for young professionals. In particular, it is my opinion that many of the problems in stellar
atmospheres and evolution can be traced to misapplied fundamental physical concepts. This is clearly

demonstrated in David F Gray's stellar astrophysics textbook. The new edition has substantially upgraded the
mathematical content to meet current needs. While I would still hesitate to use this text as the sole basis of my
own research, it will certainly find a place in my undergraduate and graduate teaching. I had a "graduate" (in
my case, a post-doc) who was from a non-English speaking country, and he cited this text to me to present a

challenging problem that he had been working on. It also contains exercises based on current real life
problems.' Prof. Priya Srinivasan, RTP, Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland
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'There is no other book in the stellar evolution sub-field that contains the quality of observational data and the
depth of analysis in the same volume. Gray's book is a must in every stellar evolution course and will be an

important reference for decades to come.' Prof. James C. Neill, University of Kansas 'David Gray gives an
outstanding overview of theoretical and observational spectroscopic tools of stellar observations. For stellar
astrophysicists, this is the definitive reference on stellar spectroscopic tools. This book will be an invaluable

reference for stellar astrophysicists as well as a valuable supplemental text for most stellar astrophysics
graduate courses. The quality of the book's presentation is excellent and the coverage of the theoretical tools in

Appendix A is of a very high quality.' Prof. Michael M. Shara, Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics,
Cambridge, MA 'David Gray is among the best known astrophysicists writing today and his latest book, The

Observation And Analysis Of Stellar Photospheres, represents his greatest achievement so far. There is much to
learn from this book. The book is as definitive in describing essential methods as it is complete in its coverage of
the field. A stellar astronomer who is finished with graduate school is well advised to obtain a copy of this book,
not only to complement his/her knowledge of stellar physics and methods, but also as a great case study into

the art of research and writing. It is easy to understand why this book has earned itself the position of a classic
book on the subject. I look forward to reading the third edition of this book in the years to come. It will surely

make a stellar astronomer more humble and a senior graduate student more knowledgeable.' Prof. Giuseppina
Battaglia, U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, MD 5ec8ef588b
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