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Paintball (film) Paintball is a professional sport that combines air-powered paintball and a target-rich course, typically centered on a theme. The paintball used in this sport is notable in
that, rather than being propelled by a compressed gas cartridge, it is propelled by compressed air. The game consists of two teams, each composed of five individuals, attempting to fire
paintball markers at one another, or to hit designated targets. The game is played in an enclosed course, where each side lines up at the start of the match. The participants are hidden
behind a barricade, firing their guns at the opposing team, or at the designated "hot spots" of the course. The teams who manage to stop each other from hitting their target accumulate
a point for their side. In a regular game, a "shot clock" begins once both teams have fired their first shots, and the team who misses the fewest shots in the allotted time, usually ten
minutes, loses. However, in more competitive forms, a "timeout clock" may be utilized, which penalizes the team which allows the opposing team to fire more shots. In this way, the
game is similar to fencing, in that the side that defends against a ranged weapon will usually have an advantage. However, painting close-up targets with a pistol is far more difficult.
The sport is most commonly played in summer, as it is one of the few outdoor activities that can be conducted year-round in North America. The largest professional paintball league in
the U.S. is the Major League Paintball League, and other leagues include the National Paintball Association and the Professional Paintball League. Theme-based competitive paintball is
played throughout North America, but has its highest profile in the United States, where it is the most popular form of competitive airsoft. In many parts of the world, the sport of
paintball is closely tied with other forms of paintball, such as "H.O.R.S.E.", most commonly in the United States, and paintball in some parts of Asia. The Major League Paintball League
is the largest paintball league in the U.S., and is published by Major League Paintball, the parent company of the Major League Soccer franchise Portland Timbers. History Early history
Alfred Ernest Watrous, the founder of airsoft, made the first pneumatic rifle from a weapon of the Lewis and Clark expedition.
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